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When the North Korean army invaded South Korea in 1950, H.K. Shin was a 16-year-old

high-school student. He ended up alone in Pusan, a refugee without resources or any means of

support. To save himself from destitution, he lied about his age and volunteered for service in the

South Korean army.
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I thoroughly enjoyed this moving story of a boy removed suddenly and without ceremony from high

school and thrown at an all-to-early age into combat and all variety of other circumstances of

war.While we in the USA have a tendancy to dwell on the impact to the USA and our soldiers, here

is a local perspective. Ironically, in addition to seeing Korea through the eyes of this young soldier,

we see the UN troops from his perspective and so get an additional point of reference on

ourselves.In addition to being a great, fresh perspective, what happens to Private Shin is incredible.

It is a laugh, cry and be moved type of adventure that compells you to read it in one sitting.

Sensitive and compassionate autobiography of a boy coming of age when the Korean War breaks

out. Enlistment in order to eat gives an idea of his family's economics. Resolution to survive and

immigrate to the US to get a PhD are moving and not self-congratulatory. Jewel of a story.

It was as good as new!
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